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December Meeting - Submitted by Jim Jackson, Program Chair 

As has been our custom for many years, our December luncheon meeting will be a special meal and special mu-

sical program.  We will be at the Bluewater Grill, 4 Marina St., Wrightsville Beach, NC, and our holiday special 

meal will still be priced at $25.  This year, we will be entertained by Duffy's Tavern Quartet, members of the 

Cape Fear Chordsmen a cappella chorus. They will sing a combination of patriotic, military, Christmas, holiday 

and traditional barbershop songs during the luncheon/meeting.  Please don’t miss this event, and bring your 

spouses and guests along. 

 

Please RSVP NLT Friday, 1 December, to JoAnn Doleman via email: jdoleman522@gmail.com, or 910-540-

8459. 

 

Upcoming Programs for Remainder of 2017 – 2018 Program Year 

• 9 Jan 2018 Installation of new MOAA Officers by NC State Senator Michael Lee (R) 

• 7 Feb 2018 Dr. Tom Simpson, Professor of Economics and Finance, UNCW 

(Retired from Federal Reserve) 

• 6 Mar 2018 “Women’s History Month” - USMC Combat Veteran Sgt. Jude Eden (Iraq) 

• 3 Apr 2018 John Gizdic, President, New Hanover Regional Medical Center 

• 1 May 2018 Oak Island “Southern” meeting (Speaker TBA) 

• 1 Jun 2018 Annual Pig Pickin’ – Hugh McRae Park, Wilmington 

Message from SENCLAND Chapter President, Jim Brumit 

What a fabulous speaker we had at the November 7th luncheon!  Dr. Jose V. Sartarelli, Chancellor of UNCW, 

spoke on the status of the university and his vision for the future.  Dr. Sartarelli's background in industry in for-

eign countries and academia is very impressive and it is obvious that he is putting his background and 

knowledge to work at the university. The university is constantly adding more degrees to the curricula and the 

student body has grown to 16,500 which is a 2,000 student body increase since his inauguration. His plans in-

clude emphasis on international courses/degrees and more international studies. There are currently approxi-

mately 2,000 veterans and spouses matriculating at the university. 

 

 

   
   Chancellor Sartarelli LTC Mel Jones with Dr. Sartarelli Pres. Brumit with Chancellor 
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As per the chapter's bylaws, we conducted our annual business meeting in November. We elected new officers, 

effective January 1, 2018, who will be installed at our January 9th meeting. Congratulations to the new presi-

dent, CDR Ken Klassen, USN (Ret), Vice Presidents BG Jim Carper, USA (Ret), COL Chrissy Sanford, USA 

(Ret), CAPT Ritt Schiano, USNR (Ret), and to the service representative positions, LtCol Ron Lafond, USAF 

(Ret), CAPT Dave Renquist USPHS (Ret), CW5 Ben VanEtten, USA (Ret), Lt Col Les Petty, USMC (Ret) , 

CAPT Dave Prosser, USCG (Ret), and LT Steve Jaffe, USNR. 

 

We discussed that meals beginning January 2018 would go to $20.00 per person. We have not had a price in-

crease in over eight years. After much discussion it was decided to remain at Bluewater Grill because of the 

value offered and the other locations vetted by the board could not meet the price. 

 

I discussed that membership had remained steady at 250 members for the year. 

Special events included a tour of the port, an air show at Seymour Johnson Air Base, a walking tour of down-

town Wilmington, Special Mission Training at Camp Lejeune, "Mr. Roberts" show on the back of the battle-

ship, and a trip to Mike's Farm coming in December.  Over 175 people participated in the field trips. 

 

We initiated a new scholarship to veterans who are enrolled in a course of study in allied health services at local 

four-year or two-year colleges. The chapter will award $2,100.00 in scholarships to these deserving veteran stu-

dents, and we hope to grow this new program in the future. 

 

The chapter awarded $8,500.00 to six JROTC students at our annual pig-pickin.  In addition, we had an active 

year in Outreach for military/veteran-related activities, which are described in detail later in this newsletter. 

 

The chapter was awarded the four-star Level of Excellence (National MOAA), communications awards (Na-

tional MOAA) and membership award(NCCOC). 

 

The Legislative Affairs Director was very active this year keeping us informed on key federal and state legisla-

tive issues affecting veterans and the military. He also participated in state and federal lobbying on be-

half MOAA National, state NCCOC (North Carolina Council of Chapters) and SENCLand chapter. 

 

The one area that needs attention is the chapter finances. As of 1 November, the chapter was $4,000.00 in the 

red. Analysis indicates that donations to the scholarship fund were down significantly. The chapter is taking ac-

tions to adjust for this for 2018.  

 

It was an exciting year with new initiatives and new adventures. 

 

Our traditional December luncheon will again consist of holiday and patriotic music, this year sung by a barber-

shop quartet. We have never had a barbershop quartet at our luncheons before, so this should be fun. 

 

Have a Happy and Merry Christmas!!!! 

 

Special Events– Submitted by Ed Sullivan, Special Events Coordinator 

** Join us for a Holiday Dinner and Hayride at Mike's Farm with Transportation included. 

December 12th leaving Wilmington at 4:15 PM 

 

The event includes transportation and a private family-style dinner, plus the famous Festival of Lights Hayride.  

Our Private Dinner will be served at 6:00 pm, with a 30-minute Festival of Lights hayride following.  The 

hayride around the farm is accompanied by Christmas music. Along the way are lighted holiday scenes and a 

live nativity. Cost is $55.00 per person and just a few seats remain for the event. 

Call Ed Sullivan 910-599-1595 for more information. 

Please register and pay at http://www.sencland.org/_news.php 

tel:(910)%20599-1595
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Legislative Affairs - Submitted by Barry Coyle, Legislative Affairs Chair 

In Washington, the Joint House – Senate Conference committee finalized the 2018 DoD Authorization Bill on 8 

November. This Bill authorizes: $700B in Defense spending, including $66B in Overseas Contingency Opera-

tions funds; 20,300 additional personnel divided among all four Services; a 2.4% pay increase for active duty 

personnel. It also authorizes continuation of the Special Survivor Indemnity Allowance (SSIA) with a provision 

for annual cost of living increases. SSIA provides $310 monthly as partial relief from the SBP-DIC offset (the 

“widow’s tax”) for spouses receiving both benefits. Unfortunately, the SSIA benefit is being funded by in-

creased TRICARE service and pharmacy fees.  These TRICARE increases are different for active duty person-

nel, under-65 military retirees and TRICARE for life beneficiaries.  You should research the upcoming TRI-

CARE changes for your particular situation.  It seems likely that the House and Senate will vote to pass the Au-

thorization Bill and send it to the President for signature before Thanksgiving.  

Next, both Houses must finish and pass the 2018 DoD Appropriation Bill, which provides the funding for things 

authorized above.  All of the authorized activities are subject to Budget Control Act reductions (Sequestration) 

in the Appropriations Committees, so the actual funded DoD budget could be less than suggested in the Author-

ization Bill.  The current Continuing Resolution funds government activities through 8 December 2017, mean-

ing Congress will have to pass the final FY2018 Appropriation Bill by that date to avoid use of another Contin-

uing Resolution. 

At the state level, the NC General Assembly reconvened for several Special Sessions since 4 October 2017.  

The focus of these sessions remains on redistricting and reconsidering various bills vetoed by Governor Cooper.  

So far, no bills of interest to MOAA members have been reviewed in these Special Sessions.  Two bills of note 

are worth an update.  HB 103 proposes to extend the tax deductions for all Federal and state pensions earned 

outside of NC (Bailey-Patton deductions) to more recent retirees.  This Bill did not get to a vote in the House in 

the regular session but remains alive in the House Finance Committee.  SB 153 proposes that all Military Re-

tired Pay be made tax-deductible in NC.  This bill passed in the Senate and was forwarded to the House in June 

2017.  It was also referred to the House Finance Committee.  The sponsors of both bills plan to keep them ac-

tive in the 2018 Legislative Session.  With bills from both Houses containing similar provisions now in the 

House Finance Committee there appears to be increased hope for a compromise tax relief bill next year.  Stay 

tuned. 

Please note that the Internet address for the North Carolina General Assembly has recently changed to: 

https://www.ncleg.net/. 

 

Chapter Membership Dues – Submitted by Dave Gould, Treasurer 

Annual Chapter membership payments will be due in January 2018.  

Our Chapter derives its funding for Chapter activities almost exclusively through membership dues. The annual 

dues ($20 for members and $15 for surviving spouses) are among the lowest in the State. Chapter dues pay for 

representational items at military and veteran functions, special events like our Korean War and WWII Veter-

an's Recognition Luncheons, MOAA logo gifts for luncheon speakers, membership in the North Carolina 

MOAA Council of Chapters, website maintenance, mailing costs and other operational expenses.  

 Dues are waived for the following two categories of members:   

• All members 90 years of age or older  

• New chapter members for the remainder of the calendar year in which they join; thus, if a member joins 

in January, dues are waived for the entire year. 

As you make your payment, please also consider including a donation to the Chapter's Outreach and Scholar-

ship Programs Fund, which provides the funds for the Junior ROTC Scholarships as well as support for local 

veterans and military members and their families.  

https://www.ncleg.net/


   
There are two ways to pay your dues and make donations: 

On-Line:  Open the Chapter's website, http://www.sencland.org, Click on the word “Membership” in the menu 

on the left side of the home page.  On that new page, there are two separate choices; one is to pay Chapter dues, 

the other is to make a donation. Continue by clicking on the appropriate "Buy Now" button and follow the 

prompts. 

If you have questions about this process, please contact the Chapter's Treasurer, Dave Gould, at dgould321@ya-

hoo.com  or  910- 319-7021 

Mail in a Hard Copy:  Please print the following form and mail your dues and donations to:  

      SENCLAND CHAPTER MOAA 

P.O. Box 10015 

Wilmington, NC  28404 

 

You may also bring the completed form and payment to the monthly luncheon  

Name:     _____________________________________________ 

Postal Mailing Address:  _____________________________________________ 

    _____________________________________________ 

Email Address:   __________________________________  

Telephone number:  ___________________________________ 

        Dues  $__________ 

        Donation  $_________ 

        Total  $__________ 

Please indicate where there are changes such as phone number or a new address.  If you have a question 

about your payment status, please contact Al Schroetel at downeast@bellsouth.net or 910-686-6905. 

*** ATTENTION ALL MEMBERS *** 

Our Chapter’s mailing address has changed…… 

 

SENCLand Chapter, MOAA 

PO Box 10015 

Wilmington, NC 28404 

 

Please update your records accordingly!  

 

Outreach Initiatives - Submitted by Larry Wilson, Outreach Chair 

In 2017 our chapter’s Outreach Program contributed $2,000 to organizations in our geographical area in support 

of veterans, as detailed below: 

Brunswick Community College (BCC) – Funds support the Partnership for American Veterans Employment 

(PAVE) program through the BCC Foundation. PAVE provides an institutional work study program for on-cam-

pus employment opportunities for veterans attending BCC. $375 

http://www.sencland.org/
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Cape Fear Community College (CFCC) – Funds were utilized to purchase a computer for the CFCC Surf City 

Veterans Center for exclusive use of veterans attending classes at that campus. The Surf City site serves primarily 

Pender County and service members from Camp Lejeune and MCAS New River. The computer enables the vet-

erans to access information concerning potential employment, benefits, research projects and internet based in-

formation. $575 

Cape Fear Purple Heart Association – For the second consecutive year, the chapter contributed to the annual 

dinner honoring area Purple Heart recipients. A total of 59 veterans from World War II, Korea, Vietnam, Opera-

tion Iraqi Freedom and Operation Enduring Freedom were honored. $300 

United States Coast Guard Cutter (USCGC) Diligence – Contributed to the annual charity golf tournament to help 

raise funds for the Lower Cape Fear Hospice & Life Care Center to assist veterans needing hospice care. Funds 

from the tournament were also used for a USCG scholarship at CFCC. $250 

University of North Carolina Wilmington - The chapter presented a grant through the university's Office of Vet-

eran Affairs. This office develops comprehensive programs for the over 1,600 military-affiliated students attend-

ing the university. This is the second consecutive year the Chapter has supported this program. The grant will 

help fund an expansion of the Veterans Center on campus. $500      

 

Support for these organizations is only possible through the generosity of our members. Please consider making 

a donation as we go forward into 2018. Our Scholarship Programs and Outreach Program are tangible ways of 

giving back to our Southeastern North Carolina communities. 

 

SENCLand Chapter Scholarships - Submitted by Lee Hanna, Scholarship Chairman 

Please consider getting an early jump on your year-end tax planning by making a deductible donation to 

SENCLAND Chapter’s Scholarships and Outreach. We hope to distribute $7500 in JROTC Scholarships and 

$2500 to outreach support.  Our cadets and veterans appreciate your generosity.   

 

We would like to recognize the following SENCLAND Chapter members who have donated to the scholar-

ship/outreach programs since October.    

  

 

James Carper *  Brud Deas **   Edward Grace 

Lee Hanna **   Bob Johannesen   Charles Lewis 

Nita Neumeister  Leslie Petty   Chrissy Sanford * 

 

*donations of $100-$199  

**donations of $200+  

Please consider making a donation to these worthwhile projects now or after the beginning of the new year.  We 

will start soliciting scholarship applications from JROTC units in January and are always accepting applications 

from worthwhile veterans/military-related organizations for outreach support.   

Thank you to all our generous contributors. 

 

NC Army Retired Soldier Council – Submitted by Bob Doleman, Secretary 

Ft. Bragg produces a bulletin for retired Army personnel, entitled “North Carolina Army Retired Personnel Bul-

letin”, that is designed to provide useful information to Army retirees about events and activities at Ft. Bragg, 

and elsewhere in the state.  In the 2017 edition, Page 8 notes that there is an organization entitled ‘NC Army 

Retired Soldier Council’, whose purpose is to serve as a resource for elevating items of critical concern to retir-

ees.  In notes that the state is divided into councils, and there is (or was at the time of publication) an opening 

for someone to serve in Region VII, which covers Brunswick, Columbus, Duplin, New Hanover, Onslow, and 

Pender Counties.  Retirees interested in this vacant council position can contact the Retirement Services Office 

for more information via email at  

kashjuana.d.adams.civ@mail.mil for an application. 

 



   
SENCLAND Chapter Website Information 

 If you have logged onto the Chapter Website (www.SENCLAND.org)  over the past few months, you have 

read coverage about a busy summer of special events plus legislative updates.  There are numerous pieces in the 

News and Events, Legislative Affairs, Photo Gallery and Our Heritage tabs for your review.  Also, numerous 

new members have joined and their contact info is available in the roster that is available to members only.  If 

you need help logging onto the website for roster info, please call or email Ken Klassen, Webmaster, at 910-

791-3999 or kwkswk@att.net. 

 

Membership Updates 

New Members: 

McCabe, George – CDR, USCGR (Ret) – Spouse is Connie 

Deceased Members: 

Spetrino, David Sr. – Surviving Spouse is Sandi Adams 

 

Chaplain’s Corner 

Chapter VP Ken Klassen, LtCol Gary Green USAF (Ret), and Chaplain Charles Lewis attended the Memorial 

Service at American Legion Post10 for Maj. Eldred Townsend, USAF (Ret) on Sunday, 15 October, 2017. Vice 

President Klassen made some memorial comments LtCol Green participated in the related organization tributes. 

 

Chapter Chaplain Charles Lewis sends this reminder - In the event of a serious illness, or a death, in the case of 

a Chapter member or spouse, please make sure to let our Chaplain know of the specific mailing address for fam-

ily members who should receive get-well or sympathy cards from SENCLAND Chapter.  This is a vital com-

munication process - we want our membership to know that we sincerely care. 

 

Editorial Policy and Comments 

The SENCLAND SENTINEL Newsletter is published by the SENCLAND Chapter, which is an affiliate of the 

Military Officers Association of America (MOAA).  MOAA and its affiliated chapters and councils are inde-

pendent, nonprofit, and politically nonpartisan organizations.  As a part of MOAA’s efforts to advance legisla-

tion and budgets that would be in the best interests of military members, retirees, and their families, there is an 

ongoing initiative to create awareness on many important topics, and to provide members with easy ways to 

give their input to state and national legislators.  The following link will take you directly to MOAA’s legisla-

tive activities and provide access to congress……. http://capwiz.com/moaa/home/.  

SENCLAND Sentinel – Our Chapter’s Voice 

Our newsletter is published monthly (except July & August) in sufficient time to provide information on up-

coming meetings. We want this newsletter to be of value to you, but we do not aim to compete with established 

print, broadcast, or online media, and we do not simply distill what MOAA National is publishing in Military 

Officer each month. What we want to do here is keep you informed about the chapter and our SENCLAND ef-

forts to stay connected with each other, and support our local military and veteran communities. 

To that end, we encourage you to provide content for publication in our newsletter and online. Simply send your 

notices, letters, articles, and photos to our editor, Brud Deas, (bruddeas@gmail.com) as you collect them. Eve-

rything submitted by the 15th of the month will be considered for inclusion in the following month’s newsletter. 

All items are subject to editing.  

SENCLAND Sentinel accepts sponsorships from our members and other supporters. You can see a full listing 

of current sponsors at the end of each newsletter. Soliciting sponsorship in this way provides a way to recognize 

our sponsors while allowing us to keep our dues the lowest in the state. If you would like to discuss sponsorship 

opportunities for yourself, your company, other veteran fraternal and support organizations, or anyone else that 

appreciates the mission of SENCLAND MOAA, please email Brud.  Cash sponsorships in excess of the cost of 

publishing this newsletter in its current format will augment our local military and veteran outreach activities, 

http://www.sencland.org/
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increasing the positive effect that we have on our local community. Consider inviting your neighbors to partici-

pate by sharing this newsletter with them and talking about MOAA SENCLAND.  Whenever possible, please 

patronize our sponsors and let them know we all appreciate their support of our important initiatives. 

 

 

 

837 S Kerr Ave Wilmington, NC (910) 799-9023 
1121-1 Military Cutoff Rd Wilmington, NC (910) 256-6585 

 
“…Creating lifelong memories every day” 

837 S Kerr Ave Wilmington, NC 910 799-9023 
1121-1 Military Cutoff Rd Wilmington, NC (910) 256-6585 

www.appleanniesbakeshop.com 
 

 



   

  
 

  



   
 

 

  



   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

THE SENCLAND 

CHAPTER 

of the 

MILITARY OFFICERS 

ASSOCIATION OF 

AMERICA 
P.O. BOX 10015 

Wilmington, NC  28404 

 

 

RETURN SERVICE  

REQUESTED 

 

December 2017 
 

 

SENCLAND Chapter (MOAA) Membership Application Form 

Date of Application:  __________________________________________ 

Active Duty _______ Active Reservist _______    Retired _______     Former Officer _______   

Name:  _____________________________________ Rank _______    Service ______________ 

Street Address: _________________________________________________________________ 

City _________________________________________State______       Zip+4 ____________ 

Date of Birth MM/DD/YYYY:  _____________________________________ 

Spouse’s Name:  _______________________________ Home Phone:  _____________________ 

Email:  ________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you a National MOAA member?   _________ Annual _________ Life Member __________ 

Note:  It is not necessary that you be a member of National MOAA in order to join the local chapter although we 

strongly encourage you to become a National MOAA member. 

Your National MOAA membership number (on magazine label): ___________________________________ 

Annual chapter dues of $20.00 are waived for the current calendar year for new members! Please complete this form  

and mail to the return address above.  Call Al Schroetel, Membership Chairman, at 910-686-6905 or email  

downeast@bellsouth.net if you have any questions. We look forward to meeting you! 

mailto:downeast@bellsouth.net

